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ignorant of the game, whatever it was, but before long he
saw that there was cheating, and his losses gave him
serious anxiety. Meanwhile, most opportunely, the
Christmas holidays came on, and being invited to visit a
former master in Edinburgh, he gladly accepted. An
opportunity was thus given him carefully to review
his whole position. As a consequence, he never again
was willing to play cards with or without stakes, and
came to regard them much as the Puritans and Cove-
nanters had done; not as they did, however, because
their use was at that earlier day characteristic of the friv-
olous and vicious, but because from experience he
had discovered in himself an instinct which he feared
might develop into frivolity, if not something worse, and
to permit this was, he felt, utterly incompatible with the
lofty purposes to which he had devoted himself. "It is
one of the bitterest recollections of my life," he wrote,
"that of those who associated together more than one
half fell into vice of various kinds, such as drinking,
licentiousness, and gambling, and never came to hold any
position of importance. I ventured to tell this to one
of our professors, and was chilled when he remarked that
what he had to do was to give instruction in his branch
of study, and that it was not his business to look after
the conduct of the students." Every reader will recall
much similar talk in our own day and country, much fine
language about treating students as capable of self-gov-
ernment, and responsible for their own conduct. "With
such theory Dr. McCosh never felt the slightest sym-
pathy, believing that the formation of good habits was
more than the half of education, and that the morals of
the young, like their intellect and judgment, required    McCosh was                        il                       manifest from   the  beginning in   his   predilection  for
